Clinical Section 443 THE PRESIDENT said he was glad to see the method of injecting uroselectan had been adopted in the case of this aneurysm. He thought it should be used in every case of aneurysm of the limbs before ligaturing the vessel, so as to gain accurate information as to the patency of the collateral circulation. It would be remembered Prof. Pannett (Proceedings, 1938, 31, 301) had at his request injected a case of popliteal aneurysm but had ligated the artery without waiting for the photographs which revealed a very inadequate collateral circulation, and the limb had to be amputated almost immediately.
Unilateral Exophthalmic Ophthalmoplegia.-L. P. E. LAURENT, M.D.
T. C., a painter aged 61, has noticed diplopia and proptosis of the left eye for the past three months. He has lost a stone in weight during the past year, but has no other complaint.
On examination.-Obvious evidence of recent loss of weight. Protrusion of left eye, but no lid retraction. Upward movements of left eye and convergence lost.
Skiagram of skull shows no abnormality. No part of the thyroid gland is palpable, but there is the following evidence of thyrotoxicosis: A resting pulse-rate of 100, slight tremor of the fingers, loss of weight, and a rather high pulse-pressure (bloodpressure 148/70). The fundus oculi, the visual acuity, and the visual fields are normal.
Slight puffiness of the eyelids in the affected eye is in keeping with Russell Brain's observations in similar cases. The right eye is normal.
DR. PARKES WEBER said he had been interested in the question: Why the exophthalmus from thyrotoxicosis was not very rarely unilateral. He had supposed the true explanation to be that the " soil " was not quite the same in the two halvres of the body and that in consequence one eye was more resistant towards the excess of thyroidal hormone (in thyrotoxicosis cases) than the other eye. Similarly, in rare cases of acromegaly certain symptoms might be less marked or even absent on one side of the body, presumably because the hormone produced by the eosinophilic pituitary adenoma was more efficiently resisted on one side of the body than on the other (cf. F. P. Weber and F. R. B. Atkinson, Brit. Jouirn. Deyin. and Syjph., 1928, 43, 454) . Acute Suppurative Pericarditis. R. LAIRD, F.R.C.S.Ed. Boy, aged 11 years. 9.10.37: Admitted to St. Mary Abbots Hospital complaining of severe pain in the left upper arm. The condition was diagnosed as acute osteomyelitis of the upper end of the humerus. The bone was guttered and a considerable amount of pus evacuated. The temperature did not subside satisfactorily after the operation, and on 17.10.37 praecordial pain and a pericardial rub were present. On the following day an immuno-transfusion of 200 c.c. of blood was given, the donor being a house surgeon, who had recovered from a Staphylococcus aureus osteomyelitis of the patella and suppurative arthritis of the knee. On 20.10.37 the pericardium was tapped and 53 oz. of turbulent yellow fluid withdrawn. This fluid yielded a growth of Staphylococcus aureus, as did the pus from the bone. Skiagrams taken at this time showed a very distended heart shadow. Acute suppurative pericarditis was diagnosed and Mr. Tudor Edwards (under local anaesthetic) opened the pericardium after resecting the 3rd and 4th costal cartilages. The edges of the parietal pericardium were sutured to the thoracic wall.
The child's pulse, which was very irregular before operation, improved considerably, and at the end of the operation was quite regular. 26.10.37: Left-sided pleural effusion present. This fluid was quite clear in character and 2 to 1 pint was aspirated every other day. 8.11.37 2 oz. of thin fluid removed from right pleural cavity. Aspiratin of each side of the chest was carried out on alternate days. Soon over a pint of fluid was being removed every other day from the right side of the chest. To prevent this repeated aspiration and to thicken the fluid an intercostal tube was inserted into the
